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OPERATION LONG BEACH

— (Our First Headquarters)—-

From Inside the Office

They'll

Charlotte Waltz

The inevitable day came when a small hangar became available at the Los Angeles Airport 
Although we were exceedingly happy to have

Former AVG Pilots Prescott & Bartling 
Examining F.T.L.'s Corporate Records

On my first day at the office, Bob 
Prescott suddenly cut short his dictation 
and rushed out to test-run one of the BUDDS. 
The President was the only pilot available 
that afternoon! And so it went on, day 
after day—each person doing two or three 
jobs, sometimes simultaneously.

We all remember the incessant ringing of the busy telephones ... the red-letter day 
when the first teletype machine was installed and Helen Ruth Prescott and I had to find 
room for it and time to operate it ... the myriads of letters arriving in the mail each 
day which we hardly had time to open, let alone read ... the long line of eager-beavers — 
pilots, mechanics and so on ---- anxious to go to work for this new all-vet company ... the
publicity we got from THIS WEEK Magazine, THE AMERICAN and LIFE which helped to establish 
our name and brought new tons of letters from everywhere...the pressure from all sides to 
take care of this, or that, or the other thing...chaos and confusion, but slowly, little 
by little, getting a definite procedure established.

The big scheduled airlines had taken some notice of the TIGERS 
and Slick, now our competitor on the transcontinental run, but had 
comfortably decided we'd soon run ourselves and the new industry 
into the ground. BUT THE TIGERS HAD OTHER IDEAS AND PLANNED TO STAY 
AROUND FOR A WHILE. TAKE IT AWAY, LOS ANGELES — Over and Out 
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And the ships always got out. How the boys worked on the planes in the cold, rain, 
and fog, often preparing a ship for turnaround by flashlight, I'Ll never know, 
just tell you modestly, "Where there's a will, there's a way."

and we moved out---- lock, stock and barrel. i~"
access to a hangar (of sorts), every one of us knew that finis had 
been written to the first chapter in the company's history and we 
pulled away from Long Beach and our many friends down there with a 
regretful sigh.
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1945

1951

THE TIGERS GO ZITO BUSINESS 
AT LONG BEACH

All we need is the same kind of teamwork we’ve 
had in the past six years.

Another six years, and 
what will it be?

and an increasing volume 
of maintenance contracts 
to keep our big mechani
cal force busy.

Today we have 35 airplanes, some 1400 employees, 
a transcontinental airfreight route to 43 cities; 
charters to any part of the world and from no 
hangars, we've grown into not one, not tiro, but 
three hangars - two at BURBANK and one at NEWARK,

The Port of New York Authority predicts an air
freight volume nine times that of the 1950 
traffic within the next 30 years.

BURBANK HEADQUARTERS-- Domestic aircraft 
and new truck fleet for speedier pick up 
and delivery.

We're like any other bus
iness we can't stand still. 
So our problems become more 
and greater, and likewise 
so do our opportunities.

We think it can be done in much less time than 
that.

THE BIG DAI--- THE TIGERS ARE
AWARDED THEIR CERTIFICATION

THE FLYING TIGER LINE has 
grown like topsy since it 
first started at LONG BEACH 
in 1945. Then we had only 
8 airplanes (six of the orig
inal 14 were quiclcly sold to 
provide necessary operating 
capital), a handful of em
ployees and no scheduled 
routes. We even borrowed 
"offices" when we had to 
interview important prospects. 
Bob Prescott's wife, Helen Ruth 
served as Secretary, Offi'ee 
Manager, Bookkeeper, Personnel 
Manager, in fact anything that 
came along.

However, we've only just 
begun to grow. Our com
petitors are growing too.

Six years, a lot of sweat and courage on the 
black days when the ink was mighty red on our 
books, and a CERTIFICATE from the C. A. B. 
have changed the scene.

1949

«*■M
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MOTES FROM PERSONNEL

Cargo handling by FTL - 1951 Style

ftw ft ft

REMEMBER- •JULY FIRST--- -YOU' LL HAVE FUN

The efficient operation pictured above can 
only really be appreciated after a study 
of the 1945 version of cargo loading as per
formed in our "good old days", pictured below. 
Ci course in those same days the customer had 
to bring out his own freight for loading and 
pick it up for delivery and handling was done 
direct from their trucks to piano.

SWIMMING - GAMES - BEER 
BARBECUE, TOO 

WE'RE PLANNING A PICNIC
YOU PLAN ON IT, TOO!

ft ft- ft
1945l Wasn't that something^

News for this column for the JULY issue can be 
sent to KATHERINE SMITH who says she will do her 
best to ruin an otherwise good column'.

Experiments are now being conducted at our Chi
cago terminal using a hydraulic lift bedded 
truck. s ,;f

Cargo "rassling"

The improved service from manpower to hydraulic 
power for air cargo loading is only one phase 
of our amazing growth. Ground service has been 
vastly improved also by the establishment of 
six 2g—ton Ford and Chevrolet trucks to perform 
our own delivery and pickup service in the Los 
Angeles area. This service by FTL is a brand 
new development in the airfreight field and it 
is hoped if the plan proves successful that it 
can be extended to other major population cen
ters on the Tigers' system. (See picture Page 2)

Several companies have extended to FTL employees 
the privilege of purchasing merchandise at dis
counts. Hartman's Appliance and Jewelry Go., 
315 West 5th Street, Los Angeles, and Music 
Capitol, 5280 Hollywood Blvd., Hollywood, handle 
all types of appliances, furniture and house 
needs. William Haas, Inc. are wholesalers of 
Men's clothing and sportswear. Courtesy cards 
to any of these stores which will enable FTL 
employees to purchase at a discount, may be 
obtained from PERSONNEL department.

ft » ft ft

With the vacation season rapidly approaching, 
requests are coming in to PERSONNEL for flight 
passes on Company Aircraft for vacation purposes 
As in the past, only company employees on offi
cial company business are permitted to travel on 
a C-46. All personal travel must be restricted 
to C-54's. Unfortunately all our C-54's are now 
engaged in our International flights, thus the 
only flights available at present for personal 
purposes are those between Burbank and Fairfield, 

ft ft ft »
The SUGGESTION COMMITTEE, consisting of AL GOLD
BERG, PAUL GRACE, DANNY FRIEDMAN and ART MEYER 
met on May 19th and considered sixteen sugges
tions. Many more are still to be considered 
and until this back log is brought up to date, 
the committee will meet every two weeks, and 
thereafter once each month. Many thanks to all 
of you who turned in suggestions. Cash awards 
will be forthcoming soon to the winners and 
letters of acknowledgement and appreciation to 
those whose suggestions cannot be used.

ft ft «- ft

We are sorry to miss the witticisms of the "TALE 
SPINS" column this month. Reporter BETTIE KEN- 
NISON is in for a "MAJOR OVERHAUL" and expects 
to be grounded for the next month. Hurry back 
and don’t fly under any bridges while under the 
ether BETTIE!

r ><!!!.a
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I SEE that DREW WEST, formerly of the Stock- 
room, is now helping TONY BCGARD in the 
mimeograph, etc.,etc.,etc., Department.

I HEAR that EVELYN FLETCHER of the Tabu
lating Department, is moving into her 
new Santa Monica home on June 1st. 
We’re HAPPY for you, Evelyn.

There are probably many of you who do not 
know that EDMOND KELLY, Director, Air 
Charter Division, has a new assistant.
MISS MEREDITH DUNLAP is her name, and hav
ing toured Europe herself, she makes a 
most capable helper.

HEARD AND SEEN 
by Shelley Green

IT’S good to see URSULA MORIARITY back at 
the Switchboard after a painful ear 
infection.

I HEAR that GENE HEAD, Plant Maintenance Dept, 
has purchased a new home up NORTHRIDGE 
way. A lot of FTL employees are buying 
in West Valley nowadays.

I SEE that PATRICIA CLARK has joined the 
staff of the Claims Department as a 
stenographer. Glad to have you with 
us, Pat.

This is the ANNIVERSARY issue of the 
TIGEREVIEW, and I, along with all the 
rest, wish to extend my congratulations 
to the Management of THE FLYING TIGER 
LINE INC. for seeing that we have a 
SIXTH anniversary to observe. Without 
the hard work, patience and faith of 
the founders and first employees, we 
wouldn’t be where we are today. My hat 
if off to ALL of you?

I HEAR that BOB LACOMBE of the Stockroom 
is moving into his new home on June 
1st. Nice feeling, isn’t it, Bob?

BY THE WAY, Patricia Clark, mentioned pre
viously, is tying the nuptial knot on 
June 9th. Our FELICITATIONS to you, Pat.

I SEE that N-63396 is in for a 9000 hour 
overhaul. This aircraft is the first 
C-54 purchased by the FLYING TIGERS, 
and had 00 time when bought in Febru
ary, 1947. It has flown a total of 
approximately 1,700,000 miles since then. 
(How’s THAT for statistics?)

I SEE that BERNICE SHELDON of the Inspec
tion Department is on her vacation. Hope 
you have a WONDERFUL time and a nice 
rest, Bernice.

TIGEREVIEW
I THOUGHT you all might be interested in 
knowing that we have a licensed real 
estate SALESWOMAN in our midst here 
at Bur-ban]:. CHARLOTTE WALTZ recently 
tool: the exams and passed with flying 
colors. May you complete many SALES 
and make lots of MONEY, is our wish for 
you, Charlotte.

And SPEAKING of Tabulating, I SEE that 
they have set up a SWING SHIFT. 
Personnel involved: JOAN JENNESS, 
MARCEIL FIELDS, and a new employee, 
DOROTHY BRADFORD.

I HEAR via the grapevine that R. M. and
R. B. were married recently. You two 
ought to know that you can't keep a SECRET 
around FTL2 Best WISHES to you from 
EVERYONE’

We have a very PROUD woman in the Payroll 
Department. VEVA TEMPLE, of Canadian 
birth, received her FINAL PAPERS recently 
and is now a full-fledged U. S. citizen. 
We’re HAPPY to welcome you to our birth
right, Veva, and realize that you probably 
will be more conscientious in voting, 
etc. than a good many Americans. We’re 
a wonderful country, but the average 
citizen (that's you and me, in case you 
didn't recognize the nomenclature) is a 
bit lax at times in performing his civic 
duty. Our SINCERE congratulations to you, 
Veva.

I HEAR that DUSTY DESTEFANO of the Inspec
tion Department is moving to the San 
Fernando Valley after five years of 
"mad traffic" driving from the other 
side of the city. Hope you LIKE it here, 
Dusty.

I HEAR that Mr. & Mrs. Al SHARPE of the 
Inspection Department had a baby BOY 
on Flay 19th. Weight: 9 lbs. Name: 
Steve. Our CONGRATULATIONS to you both.
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SALES REPORTS
Ey Katherine M Smith

Hasta Luego . .

J -

Mayo Thomas with the livestock lilt, 
ft ft ft ft ft ft

in Los Angeles that Oakland is now being used as 
a second proving ground.

% V,

J /I

Ernie Kruttschnitt in telephone contact 
ft 5; ft ft ft

FTL'S pioneer salesman MAYO THOMAS, and ERNIE 
KRUTTSCHNITT,of the EUR Customer Service, 
turned up a nice piece of business with a con
tract to ship 1,000 young Holsteins from Nor
walk, California, to Enid, Oklahoma. If you 
have never watched this loading operation your 
education has been neglected!
The first plane load left Long Beach around 
midnight with 100 tiny dairy calves, 12 of 
which were less than 24- hours old. The rest 
of the babies were less than 3 days. Cattle
man CHARLES UPFS lifted each of the 30-100 
lb bundles from the trucks to the plane and 
with wobbly legs they made their surprised 
way up the cabin into the pens where they 
huddled together in slight bewilderment.
The ship was lined with rubberized material 
and a heavy layer of straw bedding padded the 
floor. Plywood panels were locked in place 
across the interior separating the cargo into 
3 compartments - 35 calves to each compart
ment. A catwalk was installed on top of the 
partitions for use of the crew and handlers.
Captain GIL SHELTON and Co-Pilot KARL RADER 
took the bawling babies up to 13,000 feet 
where they settled down to sleep. Six hours 
later they landed at Enid to be met by an 
enthusiastic throng,including the Mayor, the 
Chamber of Cornier ce and buyer Herb Lipps.
Wily ship calves to cattle raising Oklahoma? 
Cattle Broker George Billings,of Norwalk,ex
plains "You may not know it but Los Angeles 
County raises the finest cattle either side 
of the Rockies. Each head will bring from 
$6O-$85 compared to §30 a head here." Also 
it tallies 6 hours by plane compared to 6 days 
by train or cattle truck, Feeding and

mortality on the long ground-haul are a problem. 
"The Daily Oklahoman" said of this trial flight: 
"Special equipment designed and built by The Fly
ing Tiger Line was credited with much of the suc
cess of the livestock airlift, the first of its 
kind into Oklahoma". The calves were auctioned 
off the morning they arrived and will be raised 
as dairy stock.

'V.
by K. Sliitti

ft ft ft ft ft

Well things have certainly changed since RHUEL 
TRIMBLE rode cross-cour.try bad: in ’45 with a 
load of assorted livestock which broke loose in 
the old Conestoga during a storm over Arizona. 
With considerable cunning and ingenuity he round
ed up the horses, dogs and whatnots and restored 
some sort of order out of the chaos.

ft ft ft- « «
MAYO THOMAS, who was FTL's only "official sales
man" in tLose days has come through many a storm 
and some chaos during our pioneering days. The 
company now lias 42 sales representatives and some 
thing quite new in Customer Service.
At Los Angeles the Service is turning up an amaz
ing number of new accounts and commodities» Apri 1 
showed they were nudging the 60,000 lb mark.
DON SilORTIEY and HAL HAMMOND,also on the Service, 
spend full time telephoning prospective accounts, 
answering all inquiries for rates and routings arc 
tracing shipments en-route. A trial period of 3 
months has proved this Service to be so productive

Soliloquy from BOS. Al Farr,railing his lawn: 
"Star Light, Star Bright
First Star I've seen tonight
I wish I may, I wish I might, 
Get 10,000 pounds tonight!" 

ft ft ft ft
and Happy Shipping.„
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II A II G A R FLYING
the Aviation Industry.

By Thelma Goodman
us.

Eddie Taesch and Bill Hodson have the wander- 
They arc departing this reek for

0

L01IG BEACH CREW
Reading from left to right, back row: 
Paul Grace, Joo Baker, Buck Buchanan, 
Bob Ghormley, and Colly Colquette. 
Front row: Red Dueliren, Art Lawson, 
Rhuel Trimble and Joo Cuppett.

The editors of Tigereview inform me this is 
to be an anniversary edition, so I will en
deavor to tell everyone a little bit about 
our department and the old-timers within its 
dominions,
The picture you see in this column shows a 
group of the boys who made up the I.iaintenance 
and Inspection Department at Long Beach, 
California, and of course you know how long 
ago FTL was based at Long Beach. I am very 
happy and proud to be able to say that all of 
this group are with us today, without ex
ception. As for the background, now there is 
an airplane for you — the Budd Conestoga J In our business it takes teamwork and FTL 

should well be proud of this closely knit ac
tivity within its dominion.
Al Goldberg, Rod Duehren, Dob Ghormley, Joe 
Baker, Joe Cuppett and the rest, including my
self, have seen the mechs come and go in our 
department, and what speaks better for a compa
ny than that once with the Tigers they always 
come back.
I know I am safe in saying that nowhere in the 
Flying Tiger Line ■.•.•ill you find more loyalty 
and faith, than in our department, for just as 
one of the mechanics remarked to me one day, 
"Where else could you find a finer group of

," andaviation people than in the Flying Tigers 
I’m inclined to agree with him.
May I take this opportunity on behalf of all 
members of the Maintenance Department to assure 
Management of our continued efforts to help 
make The Flying Tiger Line Inc. the most suc
cessful. and productive airline in the business.

I.iaintenance is the most unglamorous joe in 
However, we take 

solace in the fact that the rest of the indus
try couldn't get along without us. We take 
pride in knowing we have some of the best main
tenance specialists and trouble-shooters in the 
business, and well we should, for just as Bob 
Prescott, Bill Bartling, Dulce Hodman, and the 
rest of our famous Tigers pioneered our Airline, 
so do we have our pioneers in the Maintenance 
Division. These men are fine people and just 
as flight crews live and work in an orbit set 
aside from the rest of the world to a certain 
extent, so does the aircraft mechanic. What 
a feeling of pride and well-being he has when 
he sees an airplane airborne — knowing it is 
possible because of him and his fellow workers.

lust again.
overseas duty on our European operation 
Good luck, Boys2

However, for further information on this big 
white bird would suggest you contact one of 
the group shown in the picture.
Yours Truly became a 4-year employee this 
month, of which time I have spent 3-1/2 years 
in the Maintenance Department. I have watched 
end been a part of the growth of the largest 
department in FTL. This not only applies to 
Home Base at Burbank, but also to all the out
lying stations we maintain practically all 
over the entire world.
Cur boys are busy, no natter where the location, 
upholding the fine reputation of good service 
and maintenance whenever, wherever and how
ever necessary.

At approximately 0.200 Thursday morning, May 24, 
a 0-54 set down at Lockheed Air Terminal and, 
you guessed itJ 736 had completed its ferry 
trip from Iceland, where it had undergone major 
repair work. Aboard the ship was our mainte
nance crew, Art Lawson, Bill Hargrave, Doc 
Powell, Dave Honaker, J. Tiraanus, and R .Magaro. 
Welcome home, FellasI As always, another field 
service crew had accomplished a bang-up job 
ahead of the deadline date

v' ih H
y A
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by JANET OLSON
FLIGHT OPERATIONS ORIGINAL TIGERS

CAPTAIN R. P. HEDMAN CAPTAIN T. C. HAYWOOD CAPTAIN C. G. GROH

keep warm. Some of

R U M M AGIN 
THE

AROUND
READ Y-R 0 0 M

/I

■X X" % X

Tom Haywood first, joined the Tigers as Sup11„ of Engineering and being a former Tiger Pilot in 
China did some flying on the side. His first trip in the BUDD was to Washington D.C. on New 
Years with a load of Naval Cadets

His first trip in the BUDD was to Washington D.C.
They made six stops enroute and since the heaters had gone 

out the passengers spent their time at each stop buying newspapers to wrap around their legs to 
In the early days Tom commuted from SFO to Long Beach in his Culver Cadet, 

the new FTL personnel will have to be introduced to Tom for the first time, as he has spent some 
time out on lease, first as Chief Pilot with Associated Airways and then as Chief Pilot for 
A.V.A. based at Bermuda, Tom is now flying Captain on the Pacific - welcome home to the Haywood 
family. „ „ „ .. „'J W 1.- 7C W

I caught Cliff Groh for his interview just as he was ready to take off - Cliff what happened on 
your first flight with FTL? "0 - Duke and I lost an engine at Ponca City, Okla,, but put her down 
safe and sound. On the second trip we taxiied into the battery cart and ruined a prop, but on 
the third trip I was Captain and all went well," That's our Cliff and he will never change. 
Cliff spent a year flying Captain for A.V.A. and has just returned to FTL and the Pacific Run, 
His pride and joy "Son Charlie" is a miniture Cliff, so I am sure some time in the future FTL will 
have another Captain Groh with that great big smile and easy going way. --- bye now

"Duke" what was your first job with FTL? "AH - guess you would call it PLANE CLEANER, the mech
anics wouldn't let us do anything but clean parts while we waited in Augusta, Georgia for the 
first "BUDD", but when the plane was ready to fly BOB PRESCOTT took me up for a couple of turns 
around the field to check me out - then we loaded my car, mechanics and parts in the cabin and 
I took off for Philly where the planes got their final maintenance," Did you have a co-pilot? 
"No, but it was legal then for just one pilot to fly and we always had a mechanic to act as 
Flight Engineer. When the first plane came out of final MX I loaded my car aboard and headed 
for Long Beach, which was to be our home base. On August 1st we got our first pay load from 
Long Beach to the East Coast, so I took along a few new pilots to give them check rides enroute. 
We landed at Oklahoma City with MX trouble and two of our passengers disappeared and we hadn't 
collected their money. The balance of the trip was just ordinary - you know, no trouble," That 
is Duke our number one pilot, who worked his way up from plane cleaner to be R, P, Hedman, Vice- 
president of FTL and now dealing in Investment Securities, with Pacific Co. of Calif,, give him 
a call and buy FTL stock.
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ACCOUNTING For Accounting
By Alba Mungo

Winter planned vacation daze 
are not far out of reach...

Bathing suits and sun tan oil, 
week ends at the beach;

AVIS JOHNSON, who is helping RHEA LOCK
ARD typing and mailing checks and various 
other general duties, was previously an 
Assistant Advertising Manager for A Model 
Airplane Magazine in New York.....

Here they are... Esther and 
Nanny...Hard at work

If we would extend to others the 
courtesy we expect for ourselves.... 
WHAT A DIFFERENT WORLD THIS WOULD BE.

•• •< .

That's all until the Tiger passes in Review again...

Once more desks have been moved and 
the office rearranged. However I will be 
the first one to admit each time we have 
moved...it has been for the better...So 
if you enter the door of our office and 
can’t seem to find people you want to see, 
or information you need...Don’t feel too 
badly...You Haven’t a thing on us and WE 
WORK HERE.

Keeping up with the changes 
being made in Accounting is quite 
some job. Mr. R. C. Sims, Controller, 
has resigned in order to accept a 
similar position with another company. 
The position of Controller is being 
discontinued, and Accounting is now 
divided into two sections, General 
Accounting and General Auditing.

Accounting has two more new additions 
to the Department. EI-2ET BURKE, a former 

. Weatherman in the Air Force, is now rating 
airbills along with FRANK SMITH and the 
gang Emmet at one time was also a 
professional Irish Tenor He is originally 
from Montana but has been in California 
about six years.

ESTHER COY, as Chief Accountant 
is in charge of General Accounting and 
MANNY MARQUES, General Auditor, wi11 
supervise the Revenue Auditing or Airbill 
section and the Internal Auditing Section.

Just in case there is some one who 
basil't heard.....FTL Annual Picnic..... 
July First at Valley Country Club. .... 
Barbeque, swimming, music and a big tine 
are in store for everyone...Don't forget.

May we add our names to the list 
of those who wish the TIGERS congratulations 
on their SIXTH A1INTVERSAR.Y. May they have 
many more.

The new Hangar may have shut off our 
view, but we still manage to gdt some oxygen 
and a little light thru the windows ... 
As long as we can breath and see...All 
is Not Lost.

The Credit Department, including, MRS 
F. FLETCHER, THELMA WILLIAMS ARD SHIRLEE 
SCHAMP, have moved into their new office, 
(The Former Radio Room) and are very pleased 
with all the elbow room. ...They also now 
have an outside entrance to make any fast 
get a way, that may be necessary.....

At a Nuptial Service on June 24, 1951, 
in a Methodist church in Needles, Lyle 
Frevert, of Accounting, and his Fiancee 
Doris June Welker, will be married... 
May all your troubles be little ones, and 
remember they say the first hundred years 
are the hardest.......


