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Ambush Update - 26 Days To Go! 

  

 

 

Our Ambush in Hood River is right around the corner.  This update is quite long but is full of last 
minute information.  Please take the time to read it.  Click on the link below if you would prefer to view 
a PDF version that can be saved or printed for later. 

  
Ambush in Hood River Update (PDF) 

 

 

 

Hello Ambush attendees, 
 
Jeanne and I just spent a week in Hood River on a pre-event 
visit to ensure that everything is set up correctly.  We are so 
excited and even more impressed with the people of the Hood 
River valley than when Sandy and I first visited the area last 
spring.  There is a wonderful unstressed feeling throughout the 
city and at the different restaurants, retail shops, orchards and 
wineries that we stopped in to.  We did not see one occasion of 
the problems that exist in cities such as Portland or Seattle.    

 

Everyone that we interacted with was exceptionally pleasant and thankful to be providing their 
service.  The city streets are clean and untarnished.  It was honestly like going back in time.  You will 
be amazed at how accommodating this community is.  For more information regarding what this area 
has to offer use the links below. 
 
Hood River Fruit Loop     Ten Top Wineries in Hood River    



 

Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area     Columbia Gorge Sternwheeler Cruise 
 
Unfortunately, we had quite a few members decide to cancel in the last two weeks - but that trend 
seems to have stabilized.  We lost 50 attendees in a very short period and scrambled to keep up.  The 
silver lining for most was that Sandy was able to move those on the waitlist into the Columbia Gorge 
Hotel where Tigers will occupy 100% of the 40 rooms on both nights.  We currently have 116 
attending, with 108 for the Sunday BBQ, 109 visiting the WAAAM museum, and 103 staying to enjoy 
the Monday night buffet.  Click on the link below to see who is coming. 
  

Who's Coming To The Ambush 
 
3- Day Notice - Registration Cancelation Policy 
 
Unfortunately the recent cancellations have required some type of policy between now and September 
26th.  To say that Sandy White worked her Tiger Tail off rearranging hotel rooms and getting folks 
from the overflow hotels into the Gorge is an understatement.  It's during these times that she really 
shines and this Association is grateful to her. Please show her your gratitude when the time 
comes.  She should not be buying one single drink at the bar. 
 
We cannot afford any further last minute cancelations without the risk paying enormous penalties to 
the hotel.  If you're concerned about exposure to COVID or not willing to wear a mask once in a while, 
as a courtesy to others among our group, then I hope you will first read the information below alleviate 
any concerns before making a final decision. Nevertheless, on Monday, 14 days before our event, we 
have to make final deposits of your registration fees to the hotel and to the museum.  We will be 
unable to provide you a refund after Monday, September 13th.  We would rather you tell us 
now, but if you still need three more days to decide then you're alerted that this is "V1"  for any 
refund requests. 
 
COVID Concerns - Oregon Mask Update 

 

 

On August 24th the Governor of Oregon instituted a mask 
mandate for all Public gatherings, both indoor and 
outdoor, where recommended social distancing cannot be 
achieved.  Private gatherings like ours are exempt.  Like 
practically everywhere else, masks are not required to be worn 
while eating and drinking.   

 

Furthermore, the CDC guidelines and suggestions still encourage the wearing of masks almost 
everywhere.  All this being said please note the following regarding expectations for this event: 



 

• We're eating outside on shaded lawns both Sunday and Monday (weather permitting - and it's 
forecast to be beautiful)  The Columbia Gorge Hotel has beautifully appointed lawns and 
surrounding gardens for our PRIVATE event where tables will be appropriately spaced for 
those still concerned with social distancing. Masks are required and requested to be 
courteously worn while transiting the lobby, room hallways, and while entering and leaving the 
restaurant.  The Oregon mandate allows for the absence of masks in the casual passing of two 
people who don't know each other. 

• The WAAAM that we visit on Monday is well laid out and the viewing aisles around all the 
exhibits are wide and spacious.  Please DO NOT shoot this messenger if you're an 
advocate of full-time mask wearing.  The entire WAAAM staff, including the roaming 
docents, dutifully wear theirs.  However, the founder of the museum believes in the personal 
freedom of individuals to decide what is best for them while enjoying his museum. The wearing 
of masks inside the museum is 100% optional and that philosophy seemed to be accepted by 
all patrons that we encountered while visiting last week. 

• Residents and tourists in the city and surrounding wineries and orchards adhere to the mask 
mandate, albeit in a loose manner.  In other words, those who choose not to wear masks going 
down the street seem to honor the concerns of those wearing masks and courteously remain 
at distance as they should.   

Again, this is just my observation - things flow and people who don't know each other seem to respect 
the values and concerns of others.  I hope that we can do the same regardless of our views on the 
effectiveness of masks, vaccination, and natural immunity. 

 

Release of Liablity Form 
  
We have planned this event to provide a unique opportunity for the Tigers from all three Association to 
join in the camaraderie, the Tiger Spirit and the Can Do philosophy instilled in us from Claire 
Chennault and Bob Prescott.  To that end we will not be in the business of policing attendees for 
adherence to anything but having a great time together.  Because of this you will be asked to sign a 
Release of Liability form when you check in that releases from liablity the three associations, the 
officers, and the planners involved due to any exposure to COVID.  We appreciate your cooperation 
and understanding by signing this form given to you when you check in.  You may preview the form by 
clicking on the link below. 
  

Release of Liability Form 
  

Columbia Gorge Hotel & Spa 
Sunday, September 26 & Monday September 27 



 

 

Perched atop the majestic cliffs of the Columbia River, 
The Columbia Gorge Hotel has 40 guest 
accommodations and seven acres of gardens and lawn 
which our group will be utilizing.   Simons at the Cliff 
House has wonderfully prepared breakfasts, lunches, 
and dinners set in a nostalgic atmosphere.  For more 
information and pictures visit Why You Should Visit the 
Columbia Gorge Hotel  or their website 
at https://www.columbiagorgehotel.com 

 

Sunday Evening Backyard BBQ at 6pm on the South Lawn (wx permitting) 
 
Great News!  Our BBQ has been upgraded from hot dogs and hamburgers to a real riverside BBQ 
which includes the following:  Pork Ribs, Chicken, Top Sirloin Steak, Baked Beans, Oven Roasted 
Potatoes, Corn on the Cob, Corn Bread and fresh Peach Cobbler.  Should weather become a factor 
then we will have no choice but to move into the downstairs ballroom, still very spacious and large 
enough to accommodate all of us in a safe environment. 
 
Monday Evening Cocktail Hour at 6PM in the Valentino Lounge & Terrace (wx permitting) 
 
The entire event has been arranged to include a no-host bar for our group during lounge hours and at 
each dinner.  Normally there is only one bartender but we have asked that more show up Sunday and 
Monday nights.  Again, please represent your associaiton well with your patience and 
generosity.  Please charge your food and drinks to your room and pay upon checkout so that we can 
receive the credit necessary to meet our minimum F&B.  
 
Monday Evening Buffet at 7PM on the West Lawn (wx permitting) 
 
The West Lawn is a beautiful setting and our sit down time was chosen to take advantage of the 
sunset we will hopefully see at 6:58pm.  The following will be offered:  Salad, Fresh Fruit, Carved 
Molasses Glazed Pitt Ham, Marinated Breast of Chicken, Roasted Corn Cream, Fire 
Braised Pot Roast, Whipped Potatoes, Vegetables, Rolls, and Hood River Apple 
Crisp.  Like Sunday night, should weather become a factor then we will have no choice but to move 
into the downstairs ballroom, still very spacious and large enough to accommodate all of us in a safe 
environment. 
 
Some Points and Requests 

• The Hotel Staff deliberately presents a boutique hotel atmosphere reminiscent of what it must 
have been like in the roaring 20's when Valentino was a regular.  However, the hotel 
is admittely understaffed, a problem plaguing the entire service industry since our government 
has been paying workers to stay home.  Please represent your association well by 



remaining patient in situations which don't quite go as fast as you would like.  The whole idea 
of this Ambush is to provide a relaxed atmosphere to gather and catch up with one 
another.  Unfortunately you'll have to get into that mode right off the bat. 

• The Front Desk is normally only staffed by one person who is also responsible for running 
people up and down from the 2nd and 3rd floors in the original elevator that requires employee 
operation.  We have been assured that extra employees will be on hand to help with bags, 
operate the elevator, and expedite check-in and check-out.  Still, everyone is asked 
to please plan for things to take a little longer than we are used to experiencing at the 20-story 
downtown Marriotts we are all accustomed to.  

• The Hotel Elevator is an originally installed 1920's OTIS model, the 113th to be 
manufactured.  Everyone will want to ride it up or down at least once.  However, we ask that 
those without mobility issues use the stairs as much as practical, especially Monday morning 
when everyone will be headed to the museum. 

• A Saturday Wedding is planned the night before our arrival and the family has bought out the 
entire hotel.  Getting your room sooner than the standard 4pm check-in time on Sunday will be 
the luck of the draw.  Some may have to wait even longer.  If this becomes the case you are 
encouraged to walk the grounds of the hotel (and the adjacent properties as well), relax and 
enjoy a beverage in the Valentino Lounge and Terrace, or join some of us on the south lawn 
for Bocce Ball or Horseshoes. 

• Morning coffee is provided in the lobby free of charge each morning 
• The Valentino Lounge and Terrace will serve as our hospitality suite for the two days that 

we're there.  It's open for mingling 24 hours, but the bar is only in operation from 2pm to 
10pm.  Please charge your food and drinks to your room and pay upon checkout so that we 
can receive the credit necessary to meet our minimum F&B. 

• Simon's Cliff House has excellent food, service, and a quiet ambiance.  Hours are below 
      Breakfast 7:30am to 10:30am 
      Lunch - 11:00am to 1pm 
      Dinner - 5pm to 8pm 
Please charge your food and drinks to your room and pay upon checkout so that we 
can receive the credit necessary to meet our minimum F&B. 

• A 15% discount will be applied for all restaurant and room service orders. Oregon state law 
does not allow for discounts at the bar. Please wear your name tags or otherwise identify 
yourself as part of our group to get the discount. 

• A Yamaha Grand Piano is available in the Valentino Lounge to be played by those in our 
group who want to show their talents. Bring your sheet music and start practicing in the hopes 
of what could become a sing-along during certain times? 

• The Spa Remedease located in the lobby level of the hotel is privately run and well worth 
considering for those spouses who wish to remain at the hotel on Monday.  Unfortunately they 
are closed on Tuesdays.  Anyone interested in treatments is encouraged to book their 
appointments as early as possible by calling (541) 387-8451.  Their website can be visited 
at https://sparemedease.com 



 

Hotel Wait List 
 
The only silver lining to the flury of cancellations is that a significant number finally got into the Gorge. 
Some of you may still want to take advantage of last minute cancelations dependent on your existing 
hotel's cancellation policy. If you want to be added to the list then call the Columbia Gorge Hotel at 
541-386-5566 and specifically ask to speak to Chris.  If not there he will return your call promptly to 
confirm your name and contact information. 

 

Western Antique Aeroplane and Automobile Museum (WAAAM) 
Monday, September 27 - 9am to 5pm 

 

 

After spending a day at the museum I am even more thrilled at 
our selection of this venue.  It offers something for 
everyone.  Planes, cars, and collections of every sorts are well 
laid out in a spacious atmosphere with wide viewing aisles 
among the three hangars that allow for plentiful social 
distancing 

 

 

The staff and docents dutifully wear their masks and hand sanitizing stations are located throughout 
the buildings.  However, all patrons are allowed to make their own personal decisions regarding the 
wearing of a mask while visiting the museum. 

 

 

The museum has walkers and electric scooters available ($10 
for the day) for those of you don’t want to be on their feet all 
day.  We have rented the Learning Center room as our own for 
all to take a break and sit down for a very light lunch at 
noon.  Pizza, small sandwiches, and salad and have been 
arranged from noon to 1pm.  Only water will 
be available.  However, the museum has vending machines 
available for soft drinks.  Alcohol is not permitted in the 
museum at any time. 

 

Museum Schedule 
 
   9 am  - Museum Opens 
   11 am - Guided Tour of Restoration Shop 
   Noon -  Lunch provided to those not going into town (pizza, sandwiches, and salad) 
   12:15 - Meet the Founder, Terry Brandt (see below) 
   1pm -   Antique Car rides from 1pm to 3pm 
   2pm -  Guided Tour of Restoration Shop 



 

   5pm -  Museum Closes  
  

 

 

Meet the Founder Terry Brandt at lunch 
 
WAAAM founder Terry Brandt built a collection of Golden 
Age airplanes over a span of 50 years.  He felt that others 
should share his appreciation of them so he established 
WAAAM as a non-profit organization in 2006.  The museum is 
supported by admission fees, memberships, fund raisers, 
grants, and donations.  Terry has graciously accepted 
our invitation to join us in the Learning Center room at 12:15 to 
be introduced and answer any questions you might have.   

 

 

Museum Donation Goal - $1,500 
 
For all of the reunions that George Gewehr and I have been involved with, the aviation museums that 
we visit know who we are by the time we leave due to the generosity of our members.  Privately run 
museums such as WAAAM have really taken a hit with the pandemic the past two years.  The 
WAAAM has a nice Donation Wall where I would like to see FTLPA added with $1,500 in donations 
from our group(s).   Donation jars will be available at the check-in desks for both days and the 
accumulated amount will be presented to the museum upon our departure Monday.  Please consider 
kicking in so they will always remember who the Flying Tigers were. 

 

Ground Transportation 

 

 

 

The lack of availability of taxis, Uber, and other on-demand 
ground transporation remains a problem – the area just doesn’t 
have much.  Between Sandy, Jeanne, myself, the other 
officers, and cooperative car pooling, we should all be able to 
provide plenty of help getting each other back and forth to the 
museum, or to lunch during the break on Monday.   

 

The trip between the Gorge hotel and the museum is only 15 minutes.  The retail shops 
and restaurants of downtown Hood River are only 5 minutes away (1 exit).  With the TigerCan 
Do Spirit and a lot of cooperation amongst us we’ll be able to get people around who are without 
cars.  For now please print this up or add the following to your cell phones if you get stranded 
somewhere. 
 
   Gorge Taxi (Gordon) (541) 399-5069 - only available from 11am to late at night. 



 

   John Dickson (208) 699-5909 
   Jeanne Dickson (208) 699-5909 
   Sandy and Bob White (619) 284-7484 

 

 

RVers and Fly-Ins 
 
At right is a map of the museum grounds for those either 
flying into the Ken Jernstedt airport or arriving by 
RV.  Click on the image for a larger printable PDF 
view.  There are no hookups for RVs and those flying in 
must bring their own tie-downs for parking on the 
lawn.  For additional questions please call Stephanie 
Hatch, Assistant Director, Western Antique Aeroplane & 
Automobile Museum at 541-308-1600 
 
Below is a list of those that we know are arriving by RV 
or aircraft. 

 

 

   Aces of the Base 
 
Flash Flood & Ann Mulroy 
Lonnie Hill 
John Johnson (maybe) 
Larry and Mary LeFever 
John Newkirk 
Rory Pendley (maybe) 
Sol Pusey and Bill Leonard 
Paul Nowaske and Ed Myer 
Eliot Shulman (maybe) 

   Tiger Trailer Trash 
 
Bryan and Beverly Esler 
Bill and Nita Heaphy 
Jim and Roseann McGreal 
Gary and Jackie Roeder 
Ron and Barb Way 

 

The Hood River Fruit Loop 
 

 

If you’re arriving early or staying over until Tuesay, spending 
the day on a drive around the Fruit Loop is highly 
suggested.  Depending on harvest seasons, some of the farms 
will not be open.  But the scenic drive is wonderful and 
the valley will hopefully be erupting in fall colors by then. 

 

At the time of our event, apples and pears will be in season for picking.  Unfortunately the berry 
season has already passed.  Below is our list of those wineries, orchards, and fruit stands on the Fruit 



 

Loop that we most enjoyed.  Our suggestions are numbered per the map which can be downloaded 
by visitng https://hoodriverfruitloop.com 

• Pearl's Place Fruit Stand (#1) 
• Wy'East Vineyards (#8) 
• Hood River Lavender Farms (#10) 
• Stave & Stone Winery (#11) adjacent to the above and our favorite spot for ambiance and light 

snacks.  This was our favorite and is a definite must to stop in on, especially during lunch. 
• Mt. View Orchards & Brewery (#15) the best place to pick your own fruit which is a lot of fun 

Get Well Bob Tymczyszyn 
 
Bob is OK but is recovering from a very bad fall that he took a few weeks ago.  With Arlene's help he is 
convalescing at his home in Lake Arrowhead.  This unfortunately canceled his plans to fly the Flabob 
Express DC-3 up with brother Tim.  Please do not call Bob quite yet. Instead we know he would really 
appreciate your wishes by sending an encouraging email to him at bobtym@hotmail.com 

 

 

Book Signing by Eric Lindner 
  
A reminder that Eric Lindner, author of "Tiger in the Sea,", will 
be attending the Ambush, available to sign your own copy and 
to answer questions any questions you might have.  I will have 
two extra copies to sell for anyone that cannot get their own 
copy in time.  Visit www.TigerInTheSea.com and click on The 
Book tab to purchase your own copy on Amazon or Barnes & 
Noble. 

 

 

 

AVG Tiger Cub Dolls For Sale -  $25 
  
A reminder that Lydia Rossi will be bringing an inventory of the 
AVG Tiger Cub dolls that she personally designed and created 
to benefit the AVG Flying Tiger Association.  This adorable doll 
belongs on every Tiger’s bookcase shelf.  Please help the 
AVGFTA in their fund raising by purchasing this one-of-a kind 
item. 

 



 

Weather Foreceast - Fantastic! 
 

 

The weather was wonderful during our stay, but got 
smokey from a fire to the south on the day we left.  High 
temperatures during the day were in the low 80's and 
the nights cool.  Wind can be a factor and is the reason 
that Hood River is well known for wind surfing.  The 
forecast for the end of this month is perfect and includes 
cooler days with no indications that the flow of western 
cold fronts will begin.  Let's hope the fires are fully 
contained by then and that the fall colors begin to erupt 
in the Columbia Gorge.   

 

 

Bring Your Reunion Nametags 
  
If you've kept your name badges from a previous associaiton reunion or dinner then please consider 
bringing it with you.  Pin-style plastic name tags will be created for all attendees, but the better ones 
you might possess will look much better and be more comfortable. 

 

Final Words 
 

 

I have not been this excited about an event since 
becoming president in 2012.  On behalf of the officers 
that have contributed to the success of this event I thank 
all of you for joining us in a couple of weeks.  It's going 
to be a unique, laid back, and extremely fun event for all 
of us lucky enough to belong to the Tiger family. 
 
We will see you soon.  If you have any questions or 
concerns do not hesitate to write me 
at president@flyingtigerline.org or call me directly at 
(208) 699-5909 
 
John 
 
  

 

Flying Tiger Line Pilots Associaiton - FTLPA 
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