
Frequently Asked Questions
Portland 2017 Reunion 

(REVISED 10/29/2016)

General Reunion Questions

When’s the next reunion?

The 43rd Annual Reunion of the Flying Tiger Line Pilots Association will be held from Wednesday, May 17th to Sunday, 
May 21st, 2017 at the Red Lion Hotel on the River – Jantzen Beach.   More information and directions can be found on 
their hotel website at https://www.redlion.com/jantzen-beach.

Where do I find more information?

Go to the Upcoming Reunion and Recent Newsletters sections of our website at www.flyingtigerline.org 

Who should I contact if I have questions or concerns?

Email John Dickson at Fr8rcap@gmail.com or call him at (208) 699-5909.  

How do I get there?

The venue is only 10 minutes from the Portland International Airport, just off of of I-5

Unfortunately the hotel will not be providing a complimentary shuttle by the time our event comes around.

Who’s Coming?

To see who intends on coming go to http://www.flyingtigerline.org/PDF/Who.pdf  The list is updated twice per week.

How do I register?

The Registration Form has been conveniently attached as the last page of this newsletter.  You may also download and 
print it by going to http://www.flyingtigerline.org/PDF/PDXreg.pdf  Simply fill it out, include your check made out to 
FTLPA, and send it to the address indicated on the bottom of the form.  Unfortunately, we have still not established a 
way of using credit cards to pay for reunion registration fees and side activities.

https://www.redlion.com/jantzen-beach
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http://www.flyingtigerline.org/Newsletters/ArchivedNewsletters.htm
http://www.flyingtigerline.org/PDX/Portland.htm


Can I bring a guest?

Family members and friends are always encouraged join us as a member's guest.  The only requirements are that they 
are accompanied by an FTLPA member in good standing and that they also pay the appropriate registration fees.

What is the itinerary?

Below is the schedule of events planned so far.  Check the Portland 2017 link for any updates.

DATE EVENT LOCATION

Wednesday
May 17th 

1500 – Hospitality Suite Opens 
         – The Hangar open until 1700
1900 – The Hangar is open until 2100

Multnomah  & Clackamas Rooms

Thursday
May 18th 

0830 – Golf Tournament 
0900 – Hospitality Suite opens each day
            (Bar will be open noon to midnight each day)
            The Hangar is open until 1100
1300 – The Hangar is open until 1700
1900 – The Hangar is open until 2100

Heron Lakes Golf Club
(Greenback Course)
Multnomah  & Clackamas Rooms
Timberline Room

Friday
May 19th 

0900 – Hospitality Suite Opens
            The Hangar is open until 1300
1600 – Tour and Buffet Dinner at the Evergreen Air & Space  
             Museum (busses to leave hotel at 2:30 PM and return
             at approximately 11PM)

Multnomah  & Clackamas Rooms
Timberline Room
Evergreen Air & Space Museum

Saturday
May 20th 

0900 – Hospitality Suite Opens
1000 – Business Meeting
1300 – The Hangar is open until 1600
1800 – Banquet Reception
1900 – Dinner & Dance 

Multnomah  & Clackamas Rooms
Clark Room
Timberline Room
St Helena Ballroom

Sunday
  May 21st 0830 – The Hangar is open until 1000 Timberline Room

How can I pay my dues for 2017?

Even if you can’t make the reunion this year, please use the Registration Form to bring your $20 dues current for 2017.  
Dues can also be paid by credit card by going to the Membership Services page of our web site and clicking on the
 Pay Annual Dues by PayPal or Credit Card link.   

What’s the refund policy if I have to cancel?

FTLPA has always been very liberal in providing refunds in the event something arises that prevents you from coming. 
The only exception is when we are very near to the reunion date and have already paid the final deposit based on a 
head count.  For Portland this would include the final banquet meal payment due on May 10th.  Unfortunately that money 
will be in he hands of the hotel.

The Red Lion Hotel requires a 24 hour advance notice of cancellation and we have no control over that.  

I have not been keeping up with my dues.  What should I do?

We realize time passes quickly and priorities change from year to year.  If you wish to attend the next reunion, or simply 
want to bring your dues current to 2016, we simply ask that you pay the 1-year membership fee of $20.  It takes a certain
amount of funding to keep an association like ours vibrant and alive.  Your dues allow us to put the required monies 
towards planning and organizing the events, including the requirement for any advance deposits. To ensure the future 
success of FTLPA we ask everyone to please keep your membership status current each and every year.  Please keep 
your email address current so that we can send you reminders if required.

I plan to come but am not on the Who’s Coming list?

This is probably because you have made your own hotel reservations outside of the group rate or have otherwise made 
other arrangements.  Please let us know you’re coming by sending in your Registration Form and we’ll get you added to 
the list. 

http://www.flyingtigerline.org/DuesPayment.htm
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Will there be a Tiger Store?

Yes and No!  The Tiger Store will once again be made possible by the efforts of our Flight Attendant Representatives, 
Robin and Joyce, along with the fantastic volunteers they get every year to help out.  It was creatively renamed The 
Hangar by those within the group who primarily volunteer to run it.  Unfortunately our efforts to create a system whereby 
credit cards can be used failed miserably during Napa.  So only cash or checks will be accepted at the Hangar.

Will a reunion poster be available?

Yes, Susan Skinner will once again 
created a unique poster that captures 
the mood of our event  Procedures to 
pre-order your poster, as well as 
posters from previous years, will be 
included in future newsletters.  Orders 
will also be taken at the registration 
desk during our event.  Proceeds from 
the sale of these posters will once again
be donated to a favorite foundation of 
the Skinners – The Effie Center.

Why aren't the newsletters mailed to my home any more?

Everyone is once again reminded to keep us updated with their email addresses.  Four years ago we went paperless 
and all future newsletters and communications will be via email or by visiting links on our website.  If you have not 
embraced the “digital age” or do not have regular computer access then individual arrangements can be made by calling
John Dickson. He will be glad to send you a paper copy of future newsletters.  We only ask that you keep your dues 
current and your mailing address updated.

What are these rumors about unlimited booze in our hospitality suite going away?

The policy we are going to have to abide by from here on out is no different than any hotel, restaurant, or resort we've 
enjoyed all of our adult life.   You can't bring your own bottle into the public area and pour yourself a drink, nor can we 
any more.  It must be served by a hotel employee.  Think smart – but stay hydrated. Buy that first drink, hold onto the 
hotel's glass, and visit your room as needed.  Water bottles, flasks, Tigerizers, and Spookers come to mind for 
emergency situations.  Just be discreet and please don't get us kicked out!

I’m with FedEx?  Can I come?

More and more FedEx pilots have shown an interest in joining the 96ers  they have flown with since 1989.  All FedEx 
employees are welcome to attend as guests as long as they are hosted by a member who also attends.  

How can I nominate someone to be an Honorary Tiger

Our Association's Bylaws (Memberships and Dues) allow for one Honorary Membership to be conferred each year as 
outlined below:

• Only one Honorary Membership may be conferred each year. 

• Sponsors who nominate a candidate shall be in good standing and must do so in writing to the Association’s 
Secretary. 

• For consideration a nominee must be present at the business meeting and have attended at least two previous 
reunions in the past. 

• Prior to each Reunion, the Executive Board shall consider, in order of their dated receipt by the Secretary, 
candidates for Honorary Membership. 

• The names of nominated candidates shall be presented for voting at the business session of each Reunion. A 
majority vote by those present shall be required for confirmation. 

• Honorary Members are required to pay dues in subsequent years to maintain their status as members 



Marriott Hotel

Can I still make reservations at the Red Lion?

As of October 1st, there were still a handful of peak rooms left at the Red Lion.  Unfortunately, when these are gone each
member who intends on lodging at the Red Lion will have to secure their reservation at the best rate that they can with 
the assistance of the hotels reservation system.  

What is the current Group Rate that I can obtain today?

$149 for a Standard Room (overlooks parking lot) and $164 for a Premium Room (river and pool view).

When is the last day that I can make my Group Rate reservations?

The cutoff date for group rates at the Red Lion is April 25th, 2017.  This does not mean that you can't still make a 
reservation after this date.  However, per our contract, you will not be assured the group rate(s) that may have existed 
prior to this date. 

I had to make a reservation at a higher rate.  How do I get on this cancellation wait list?

Unfortunately there will be no concept of a cancellation list as we've been able to coordinate with the hotels in the past.  
Once a member cancels his or her room it will go back into the general system at the current room rate.

Will there be a charge for Internet and Parking?

No, there is plenty of parking available and wireless access to the internet is complimentary in your room.

Has FTLPA set up a contingency hotel?

Yes, The Oxford Suites (next door) has been contracted to provide overflow at a very competitive rate of $149 per night, 
if needed.  Call (503) 283-3030 and be sure to mention that you are with the Flying Tiger group.  More information about 
the hotel can be found at http://www.oxfordsuitesportland.com

If I cancel my hotel reservation should I let you know?  Can someone from our group use it?

Unfortunately this year the hotel is not going to allow us to create our own cancellation list and switch attendees around. 
Each hotel is different, each and every year, and at this particular hotel, once your cancellation is received the room 
goes back into the block for the general public.

I would like to share the cost of a hotel room with someone?

The preferred method for finding a roommate is the Discussion Forum, which already has a post regarding this subject.  
However, you may also email John Dickson and he’ll post your request in future newsletters as well.  

How do I post on the Discussion Forum?

It’s simple to register and requires a user name and a password to set up.  Consider using your real name or nickname 
so that others know whom you are when you post or reply.  You might also consider using your old FTL ID number as a 
password.  If you’ve previously registered but can’t remember your password, it can easily be reset. Visit the login page 
and click on I’ve forgotten my password. Follow the instructions and you should be able to log in again shortly.  Other 
questions related to Log In and Registration Issues can be found by clicking on the FAQ link.  If none of this works for 
you, contact Peter Okicich and he’ll get you squared away.

Hospitality Suite

Where will it be and what are the hours?

The Hospitality Suite can be easily found on the ground floor once passing through the lobby area.  It will be open from 
9am until approximately 2am each day, with the exception of being closed from 6pm to 9pm during our banquet on 
Saturday night.  However, wine & beer will only be served in our suite from noon until closing.

mailto:paokicich@comcast.net?subject=Discussion%20Forum%20Help
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What will be served in the Hospitality Suite?

The $20 registration fee entitles you to unlimited wine and beer between noon and closing.  Soft drinks, water, and 
snacks will also be made available.  The Red Lion (and every other hotel within a large radius) requires that alcoholic 
beverages must be served by a bartender employed by the hotel. 

Can I bring my own bottle of my favorite spirits?

You may enjoy your own drinks within your room, but cannot do so in the public areas of the hotel, to include our 
hospitality suite.  This is no different than policies that we have had to abide by for most of our adult lives when dealing 
with public venues.  You cannot display, pour, nor consume your own personal alcoholic beverages in any public area 
inside or outside of the hotel.  This includes our own Hospitality Suite.

Do you need volunteers this year?

Yes, primarily at The Hangar.  Please offer your help by emailing Joyce Danielsen at Joyce_Danielsen@yahoo.com .  
She will need help at the checkout desk and on Sunday morning when we're packing it all up.

Golf on Thursday

Where are we playing golf

The golf tournament (scramble format) will be played at The Heron Lakes Golf Club, about a 10 minute drive from the 
hotel.  Please contact Larry Weeks (weeks.larry@gmail.com) with any questions or grouping requests.  More information
about the course can be found at www.heronlakesgolf.com 

How do I sign up for play?

Complete the Registration Form and include the fee of $60 per person, which includes cart fees and range balls

Will there be transportation organized?

The hotel will provide free shuttle to and from the course.  In addition, there will be enough golfers driving their own cars 
to accommodate everyone.  Larry will be coordinating this effort based on groupings.  Golfers should plan to leave the 
hotel at 7am on Thursday.

Evergreen Air & Space Museum on Friday

What's involved?

On Friday night we have arranged for group tickets and have reserved a special area for a buffet dinner in the aviation 
building of the Evergreen Air and Space Museum in McMinnville, OR.  

When is the deadline for making reservations?

We have to give the catering department a firm number 7 days before our event.  Therefore, May 10th will probably be 
the cutoff date.

How do we get there?

Bus transportation aboard deluxe 66 passenger busses has been included in the ticket price of $90 per person.

Who has made reservations so far?

An (E) has been placed behind the names of the Who Is Coming who have made their payment to attend this Friday 
night.  

Can I drive my own car?

Yes, however you are encouraged to take the bus, especially if fatigue or alcohol is involved.

http://www.flyingtigerline.org/PDF/Who.pdf
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Business Meeting – Saturday Morning

What time is the meeting this year?

Our Business Meeting will be held at 10am in the Clark room.

Will there be a Guest Speaker this year?

Yes, the gentlemen who produced the book Flying Tiger Line and the DC8 will be there once again to solicit more stories
and explain more about their book about the Flying Tiger 747.

Flight Attendant Corner

Who is our new Flight Attendant Representative?

As most of you know Robin Pestarino, our F/A Rep since the 2007 reunion in Monterey, resigned her position at the 
Napa reunion last year.  Joyce Danielsen has stepped up and is now our current F/A Representative.

What about having a meeting this year?

Joyce will be coordinating a meeting of all in their group interested in discussing plans for the upcoming Flight Attendant 
Recognition Dinner in Palm Springs during our 2018 reunion.  This will probably be immediately after the regular 
business meeting on Saturday morning.

Saturday Night Banquet

When and where is the Banquet Dinner and Dance?

Our Banquet & Dance will be held in the St. Helena Ballroom.  Cocktails will be served in the foyer beginning at 6PM and
dinner will begin at 7PM.  Eliot Shulman will once again set up with his camera to take portrait photos.  All who wish to 
have a photo taken should arrive there early.

What is the suggested attire?

Suggested attire is Business Casual.

Will there be a band?

Keyboard player and guitarist, Cheri Adams, will once again be providing entertainment for us during our banquet dinner,
and later on during the dance.  Cheri's style of music was highly regarded when she last played for us in Seattle.

Other Activities

Is there anything else planned?

Yes, there is an effort to have a tennis tournament as well as some type of pet recognition event.  When details are 
finalized they will be described in an upcoming newsletter.  

Future Reunions

When and Where are the reunions after Portland?

Renaissance Hotel -- Palm Springs

2018
Flight Attendant

Recognition Banquet
Renaissance Palm Springs Hotel

888 E Tahquitz Canyon Way
Palm Springs, CA 92262

May 2nd  to May 5th, 2018
P40 at the Palm Springs Air Museum



 2019
The 2019 Reunion will be held somewhere in the Los Angeles area with side activities to the Flight Path

Museum at LAX and the Space Shuttle Endeavour at the California Science Museum. 

Contact Us

Mailing Address:    FTLPA 
    14248 56th Avenue So.
    Seattle, WA 98168

Website: www.flyingtigerline.org   Webmaster: Eliot Shulman

John Dickson
President

Fr8rcap@gmail.com 
(208) 699-5909

Larry Weeks
Vice-President

weeks.larry@gmail.com
(206) 258-3911

Peter Okicich
Secretary-Treasurer

paokicich@comcast.net
(206) 246 4271

Joyce Danielsen
Flight Attendant Representative
Joyce_Danielsen@yahoo.com 

(623) 583-2096

George Gewehr
Historian

gjtiger@msn.com 
(520) 574-1932

Sandra White
Meeting Planner

robsanwhite@gmail.com
(619) 284-7484 
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